


How planning Dictates Design

Cracking the Codes



What to consider before providing a quote for a 
Landscape Council plan

What approval is required for the proposed development

• Exempt development
• Complying development (CDC)
• Development application (DA)

• Construction Certificate (CC) 

Who is the Landscape plan for

• Architect (involves other consultants and usually lodged by others)
• private client 

• will this include the engaging and managing of other consultants
• will this include lodgement and lodgement fees?





• Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) guide planning decisions for local 
government areas through zoning and development controls.

• They provide a local framework for the way land can be developed and 
used. LEPs are the main planning tool to shape the future of 
communities by ensuring local development is carried out 
appropriately.

• Changes to LEPs are important to maintain up-to-date local planning 
controls. The LEP making process aims to make sure these changes are 
strategically aligned and deliver good planning outcomes.

What is a Local Environmental Plan?



What is Exempt development?
• Some minor building renovations or works don’t need any planning or building 

approval. This is called exempt development. Exempt development is very low 
impact development that can be done for certain residential, commercial and 
industrial properties. A few examples of development that can be exempt 
development are: decks, garden sheds, carports, fences, repairing a window or 
painting a house. As long as the proposed works meet all of the development 
standards (identified in the State Policy for exempt and complying development), 
approval may not be needed.

Relevant Legislation
• The majority of exempt and complying development types and their development 

standards are found in the State Policy for exempt and complying development. 
You can view the policy on the NSW Legislation website:

• State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008

• Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000.

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2008-0572
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2008-0572
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2000-0557


What is complying development?

• Complying development is a combined planning and construction approval for 
straightforward development that can be determined through a fast-track 
assessment by a council or an accredited certifier. Complying development applies 
to homes, businesses and industry and allows for a range of things like the 
construction of a new dwelling house, alterations and additions to a house, new 
industrial buildings, demolition of a building, and changes to a business use.

• Approvals under the fast-track complying development pathway can be issued in 
as little as 20 days. Homeowners can save up to $15,000 when building a house 
under complying development, with savings up to $2,600 for renovations.

https://youtu.be/5_F_AOLG36I

https://youtu.be/5_F_AOLG36I


Your guide to the Development Application process - (nsw.gov.au)

DA process

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Assess-and-Regulate/Development-Assessment/Your-guide-to-the-DA-process


Where to find the relevant information
1. Planning NSW 

Planning NSW find a property
• ePlanning Spatial Viewer (nsw.gov.au)

Provides all relevant information about the property address including a report 
and links to the relevant controls

2. DCP for the relevant property to check the controls relevant to the project

3. Additional information such as (Dial) before you dig and Sewer diagram
Home | Before You Dig Australia (BYDA)
Sydney Water 
Hunter Water
WaterNSW - WaterNSW

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/spatialviewer/#/find-a-property/address
https://www.byda.com.au/
https://www.sydneywater.com.au/
https://www.waternsw.com.au/


Sewer diagram from Sydney Water $27.00

Sydney Water Tap in

https://www.sydneywater.com.au/plumbing-building-developing/building/sydney-water-tap-in.html


ePlanning Spatial Viewer (nsw.gov.au)

https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/spatialviewer/#/find-a-property/address


Flexible approach! 

Providing a DA design/plan without locking in a 
Stage 1 – conceptual plan or Stage 3 - documentation 

1. To comply with Council conditions

2. Functional, structural “bones” to be resolved, like retaining walls,  stairs e.t.c

3. Realistic mix (balance) of native and exotic plants

4. Style - ready for implementation as is or to be adjusted to suit

How I prepare/design Landscape DA plans



What makes a successful Landscape DA plan?

1. Consider the needs of
• Council
• Client
• Architect
• other consultants

2. Consider the site restrains, needs and planting opportunities 
and most importantly LEVELS, LEVELS, LEVELS

3. Consider the readability and presentation of your documents  
as well as file size

4. Consider the implementation  





Examples

This is how Grindstone Landscape is presenting Landscape DA 
plans and is an example / inspiration only. Plans should reflect 

the design studio and will differ in their presentation.
Other Landscape design studios will have a different look and 
information on their plans, there is no overall standard on this 

at the present time.

However, each Council will have a set out of conditions of 
inclusions on a Landscape DA plan such as preferred scale, 

color-coding, etc. This can be found on the DA checklist of the 
relevant Council website.    

*Resolution has been modified to suit file size / sharing of the full presentation
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