The Designers' Lounge 
Topic 02:  Developing and refining landscape concepts with AI. 
Date Held: online - Friday 18 September 2026 
Host:  Jamie Bacon –Director of Temple Outdoor and The Primal Green  
Executive Summary
The Designer Lounge Online Forum focused on practical applications of AI in landscape design and landscape architecture workflows. Two main presentations were delivered:
1. AI-assisted visualisation and rendering workflows using the platform ArcSynth, demonstrating how AI can improve client engagement, accelerate concept communication, create high-quality visualisations, and support development approval documentation and marketing materials. Participants discussed prompt development, quality control, costs, limitations, and best practices.  
Presented by Michael Mitchell https://mmgreenspaces.com.au/
2. AI-assisted automation within Vectorworks, including custom scripting and plugin development to automate site analysis, solar studies, climate data collection, stair design, decking design, and compliance checking. The presentation demonstrated how AI tools such as ChatGPT and Claude can be used to create custom workflows without requiring extensive coding knowledge.  
Presented by Ben Muira https://www.niwadesigns.com.au/
The meeting also covered knowledge sharing through the Designer Lounge Teams community, upcoming industry events, and future topics including contractor collaboration, documentation standards, and industry best practices.  

Key Decisions
· Continue using the Designer Lounge as a forum for sharing AI workflows, tools, resources, and industry knowledge.  
· Meeting recordings will be distributed through Teams, accompanied by summaries and supporting resources.  
· A Teams-based Designer Lounge community will be used as the central repository for: 
· recordings
· AI resources
· tool recommendations
· workflow examples
· member contributions.  
· Future Designer Lounge sessions are expected to focus on: 
· landscape contractor and designer collaboration
· documentation standards and documentation quality
· health and wellbeing topics
· other member-requested subjects.  

Action Items (Owners Removed)
· Distribute the meeting recording and summary to attendees.  
· Compile notes, resource references, and key tools mentioned during the session.  
· Continue populating the Designer Lounge Teams resource library with recordings, articles, tools, and examples.  
· Share details of the YouTube channel and educational resources referenced during the Vectorworks presentation.  
· Invite members to contribute AI resources and workflow examples to the Teams community.  
· Continue evaluating AI-assisted workflows and custom plugin development opportunities within design software.  
· Gather feedback and topic suggestions for future Designer Lounge forums.  

Risks / Issues Raised
AI Accuracy and Reliability
· AI can provide incorrect answers when source data is incomplete, inconsistent, or poorly interpreted.
· Users should verify outputs rather than assuming results are correct.  


Quality Control
· AI-generated visualisations may contain design inaccuracies, incorrect spatial interpretations, or construction inconsistencies.
· Professional review remains essential.  
Prompt Dependence
· Results vary significantly based on prompting quality.
· Identical prompts may generate different outputs.
· Participants recommended saving effective prompts for reuse.  
Compliance and Standards Risk
· AI-generated design suggestions may not comply with: 
· Australian Standards
· National Construction Code requirements
· site constraints
· certification requirements.  
Overreliance on AI
· Discussion highlighted the continued importance of professional judgement, design expertise, plant knowledge, materials knowledge, and construction understanding.
· AI should be viewed as a productivity tool rather than a replacement for professional designers.  
Documentation Standards
· Concern was raised that documentation quality across the industry needs improvement.
· This was identified as an area requiring further discussion and support by LDI, Jamie Bacon is on the LDI documentation standards committee.  
· Jamie said a documentation survey will be issued to members to better understand current documentation practices and identify opportunities for industry improvement.



Documents, Projects, Systems, and Policies Referenced
Design and AI Platforms
· ArcSynth (AI rendering and visualisation platform)  
· SketchUp  
· Vectorworks  
· ChatGPT  
· Claude (referred to as an AI scripting assistant)  
· Nano Banana Pro / Lite  
· Morpholio Trace  
· Concepts  
· Procreate  
· ArchiCAD  
Systems and Collaboration Tools
· Microsoft Teams Designer Lounge workspace and resource repository  
· Teams chat and recordings repository  
Data and Analysis Sources
· Google Maps for georeferencing Vectorworks files  
· Urbanfinity site analysis service  
Projects and Deliverables Mentioned
· Ben Muira presented his Custom Vectorworks tools: 
· Solar Path Tool
· Temperature Tool
· Precipitation Tool
· Wind Tool
· Stair Tool
· Decking Tool
· Pool Barrier Checker.  
Upcoming Events
· AI-enabled client process improvement session scheduled for 21st October.  
· South Coast Round Table nursery visit at Heathcote native nursery – Friday 25th September.  
· Future Designer Lounge sessions on contractor collaboration and documentation standards.  

